Be the Legacy
A celebration of hope and human creativity

NX . .
XX University
Commemorating the Nelson Mandela centeneary X\ of Basel

2018 marks the centenary of President Nelson Mandela’s birth, one

of Africa’s greatest leaders. His life and work stand not only for the

resilience of the South African people, but also for the deeper signi-
ficance Africa’s experience has to the whole world.

Colonialism and racial discrimination were not simply crimes
against Africans. They were grave violations of the values and princi-
ples by which mankind wishes to be judged. In fighting to end colo-
nialism and racial discrimination, South Africans appealed to higher
human values and placed a mirror in front of the world so that it
could see itself when bigotry and hatred are allowed to flourish.
With his commitment to reconciliation and forgiveness, President
Nelson Mandela reminded us all that we are one big family founded
on values that transcend local cultures and particular interests.
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African Studies
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Africa Forum 2018

The Embassy of the Republic of South Africa and the Centre for

N4
African Studies of the University of Basel wish to celebrate the hope X A\\Z University
and human creativity represented by President Nelson Mandela’s X\ of Basel

political legacy together with you. We would like to bring together
scholars with a broader Swiss public to reflect on the meaning of
the struggle for freedom and human dignity in South Africa and the
lessons to be learned for Swiss and European debates.
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Ambassador Ms. Prof. Dr..Elisio Macamo

Sankie Mthembi-Mahanyele
Head of Misson, South African Director, Centre for African
Embassy to Switzerland Studies Basel
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Program

4.00pm

4.15pm

5.15pm

5.45pm

6.45pm

7.00pm

7.15pm

8.00pm

Welcome & introduction

» Ambassador Sankie Mthembi-
Mahanyele, Head of Mission,
South African Embassy, Berne

» Veit Arlt, Executive Director, Cen-
tre for African Studies, University
of Basel

Roundtable

Making a Difference

» Sathyandranath 'Mac'
Maharaj

» Elisio Macamo

» Therese Steffen

» Danelle van Zyl

Break

Panel

Celebrating Hope and
Human Creativity

» Giorgio Miescher

» Fatima Mukaddam
» Sophie Oldfield

» Lorena Rizzo

Break

Welcome notes

» Ambassador Sankie
Mthembi-Mahanyele

» Elisio Macamo

Reception

Concert
The Swiss-South African
Jazz Quintet

Practical information

Venue

Wildt'sches Haus, Petersplatz 13,
4051 Basel (opposite the University
mainbuilding/Kollegienhaus)
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Directions

Bus #30 to Universitit from the SBB
and Badischer Bahnhof train stations.
Parking: Parkhaus City

Registration

Participation is free of charge.
Please register at:
africaforum.unibas.ch/registration

Contact

Africa Forum

c/o Centre for African Studies Basel
Rheinsprung 21, 4051 Basel

T +41 61 207 34 82
africaforum @unibas.ch

www.africaforum.unibas.ch

Roundtable

Making a Difference

Sathyandranath "Mac" Maharaj

As a member of the National Executive
Committee of the African National Con-
gress (ANC), its armed wing Umkhon-
to weSizwe, and of the South African
Communist Party, Mac Maharaj played
a pivotal role in South Africa's liber-
ation struggle. He was imprisoned in
Robben Island alongside Nelson Man-
dela and later lived in exile. As secre-
tary of the Convention for a Democratic
South Africa (CODESA), Mac Maharaj
was involved in negotiations on the
transition from apartheid to democra-
cy. He became Minister of Transport in
South Africa's first democratically elect-
ed government and, later, a director at
FirstRand Bank and spokesperson of
former President Jacob Zuma.

Reflections in Prison

While imprisoned on Robben Island,
Nelson Mandela and several of his com-
rades wrote essays on South Africa’s
political future. Fellow prisoner Mac

Maharaj smuggled the manuscripts
out and published them in the volume
Reflections in Prison: Voices from the
South African liberation struggle. The
essays, written by Nelson Mandela,
Walter Sisulu, Govan Mbeki and others,
offer insights into the ideas, strategies
and hopes of some of the most import-
ant anti-apartheid movement leaders
on the eve of the 1976 Soweto uprising.
We discuss the essays and their mean-
ing for the present and future in South
Africa and beyond with the editor, Mac
Maharaj.

Discussants:

Elisio Macamo, Professor for African
Studies/Director of the Centre for Afri-
can Studies, University of Basel
Therese Steffen, Professor for English
literature em., University of Basel
Danelle van Zyl, postdoc fellow,
Department of History, University of
Basel

Photos: Rodger Bosch, Graeme Williams, Chris Kirchhoff, Sasol (Brand South Africa), GCIS, Adobe Stock

Panel

Celebrating Hope and Human Creativity

This panel offers an opportunity to re-
flect about manifestations of and inspi-
rations for hope and creativity in the
long struggle to overcome apartheid
and the short history of democratic
South Africa. Scholars relate to their
own research on South Africa and be-
yond in order to discuss with what we
can learn from the South African expe-
rience.

Concert

The Swiss-South African Jazz Quintet

Since Feya Faku's 2006 residency at
the bird's eye jazz club in Basel, this
band has performed the music of its
leader—based as much in Hardbop as
in the music traditions of the Eastern
Cape. The outstanding vocalist Siya
Makuzeni, the sensitive pianist Jean-
Paul Brodbeck, the grooving bass of
Fabian Gisler and Dominic Egli on

Panelists

Giorgio Miescher, senior lecturer, Cen-
tre for African Studies Basel

Fatima Mukaddam, PhD candidate,
University of Luzern

Sophie Oldfield, Professor of Urban
Studies, Universit of Basel and
University of Cape Town

Lorena Rizzo, senior lecturer, Centre
for African Studies Basel

drums provide an ideal rhythm section
that equally supports and challenges.

Line-up

Siya Makuzeni (vocals/bow/trombone)
Feya Faku (trumpet/flugelhorn)
Jean-Paul Brodbeck (piano)

Fabian Gisler (bass)

Dominic Egli (drums)



